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1
GOLF BALL WITH DUAL POLYBUTADIENE
CORES AND DUAL MANTLE LAYERS

CROSS REFERENCES TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

The present application claims priority to U.S. Provisional
Patent Application No. 61/619,850, filed on Apr. 3,2012. The
present application is a continuation-in-part application of
U.S. patent application Ser. No. 13/451,160, filed on Apr. 19,
2012, which is a continuation-in-part application of U.S.
patent application Ser. No. 13/091,937, filedon Apr. 21,2011,
which claims priority to U.S. Provisional Patent Application
No. 61/330,127 field on Apr. 30, 2010. The present applica-
tion is a continuation-in-part application of U.S. patent appli-
cation Ser. No. 13/253,299, filed on Oct. 5, 2011, which
claims priority to U.S. Provisional Patent Application No.
61/391,181, filed on Oct. 8, 2010. The present application is
a continuation-in-part application of U.S. patent application
Ser. No. 13/269,208, filed on Oct. 7, 2011, which claims
priority to U.S. Provisional Patent Application No. 61/391,
783, filed on Oct. 11, 2010. The present application is a
continuation-in-part application of U.S. patent application
Ser. No. 13/253,281, filed on Oct. 5, 2011, which claims
priority to U.S. Provisional Patent Application No. 61/390,
550, filed on Oct. 6, 2010. All of the above listed patent
applications are hereby incorporated by reference in their
entireties.

STATEMENT REGARDING FEDERALLY
SPONSORED RESEARCH OR DEVELOPMENT

Not Applicable
BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to golf balls. Particularly to
golf balls having five layers including a dual core, a dual
mantle and a thermoplastic polyurethane cover.

2. Description of the Related Art

Sullivan et al., U.S. Pat. No. 4,911,451, for a Golf Ball
Cover Of Neutralized Poly(ethylene-acrylic acid) Copoly-
mer, discloses in Table One a golf ball having a compression
of below 50 and a cover composed of ionomers having vari-
ous Shore D hardness values ranging from 50 to 61.

Sullivan, U.S. Pat. No. 4,986,545, for a Golf Ball discloses
a golf'ball having a Rhiele compression below 50 and a cover
having Shore C values as low as 82.

Egashira et al., U.S. Pat. No. 5,252,652, for a Solid Golf
Ball, discloses the use of a zinc pentachlorothiophenol in a
core of a golf ball.

Pasqua, U.S. Pat. No. 5,721,304, for a Golf Ball Compo-
sition, discloses a golf ball with a core having a low compres-
sion and the core comprising calcium oxide.

Sullivan, et al., U.S. Pat. No. 5,588,924, for a Golf Ball
discloses a golf ball having a PGA compression below 70 and
a COR ranging from 0.780 to 0.825.

Sullivan et al., U.S. Pat. No. 6,142,886, for a Golf Ball And
Method Of Manufacture discloses a golf ball having a PGA
compression below 70, a cover Shore D hardness of 57, and a
COR as high as 0.794.

Tzivanis et al., U.S. Pat. No. 6,520,870, for a Golf Ball,
discloses a golf ball having a core compression less than 50,
acover Shore D hardness of 55 or less, and a COR greater than
0.80.
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Core durability is a limiting factor as to how large of a
compression differential you can build into the construction.
In a conventional 4-piece construction a dual core with a high
compression differential can have a tendency to fail (ie.
break) if it experiences high impact forces. The impact forces
cause high stress forces in the mantle layer which are focused
around the stress concentrations introduced in the injection
molding process, most notably around the pins and gates.
When the stress increases beyond the tensile strength of the
material the protective mantle layer fails and as a result the
core sees the majority of the force and cracks.

A standard test that is used to evaluate this is the PTM
cannon which fires ball into a rigid, steel plate at 200 fps. The
threshold for acceptable durability is a Mean Time to Failure
(MTTF)=30 blows with no breaks below 10 blows. This test
is conducted with 24 balls and plotted using a Weibull plot to
establish these values.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In the present invention, the dual core compression differ-
ential is maximized by the additional of a multi-layer mantle.
The second mantle layer increases the strength of the mantle
system by fusing with the inner mantle and orienting its areas
of stress concentrations randomly with respect to the inner
mantle. The two layers together prevent the stress concentra-
tions from developing cracks and provide the strength to
withstand the large impact forces, thereby keeping the dual
core from seeing the high forces that would cause it to crack.

This multi-layer mantle system allows us to soften the
inner core and increase the compression of the outer core
beyond what is possible in a single mantle construction.

A value called the Core Compression Ratio (CCR) which is
a function of the inner core compression, dual core compres-
sion, and volume of the outer core layer.

CCR=(inner core deflection[in]*100)/(outer core vol-
ume[in"3]*dual core deflection).

A high CCR value corresponds to a high compression
differential between the inner and outer core materials, which
results in excellent ball performance preferred by the best
players in the world.

Dual core golf ball with a multi-layer mantle system to
enhance durability and allow for a great differential between
the inner and outer core compressions.

Dual core offers a performance benefit due to the impact
dynamics of the soft inner core and firm outer core. When
struck with higher impact forces, the soft inner core plays a
relatively larger role and compresses more during impact.
This compression reduces the torque exerted on the ball
because it has a shorter moment arm, and thus reduces the
spin. This is most noticeable during a high speed driver
impact, or impacts with long irons (e.g. 6-iron). When struck
with clubs that are more lofted, the normal force exerted on
the ball is less and the tangential force is greater, causing the
outer core to play a relatively larger role in the dynamics of
the core. Due to the smaller normal force the core retains it
shape better and more torque is created due to the longer
moment arm. Therefore, by adjusting the relative compres-
sions of the inner and outer cores you can affect the spin with
longer clubs (lower spin with woods and long irons) as well as
around the green (higher spin with wedges).

One aspect of the present invention is a golf ball. The golf
ball has a core, dual mantle and cover. The core comprises an
inner core and an outer core disposed over the inner core. The
inner mantle layer is disposed over the outer core. The inner
mantle layer has a thickness ranging from 0.025 inch to 0.070
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inch. The outer mantle layer is disposed over the inner mantle
layer. The outer mantle layer has a thickness ranging from
0.025 inch to 0.040 inch. The cover layer is disposed over the
outer mantle layer. The cover layer has a thickness ranging
from 0.025 inch to 0.050 inch. The golf'ball has a diameter of
atleast 1.68 inches. The golf ball has a core compression ratio
(CCR)=150, wherein CCR=(an inner core deflectionx100)/
(outer core volumexdual core deflection) and wherein the
inner core defection value is in inches under a load of 200
pounds, the outer core volume is in inches cubed, and the dual
core deflection is in inches under a load of 200 pounds.

Another aspect of the present invention is golf ball. The
golf ball has a core, dual mantle and cover. The core com-
prises an inner core and an outer core disposed over the inner
core. The inner mantle layer is disposed over the outer core.
The inner mantle layer has a thickness ranging from 0.025
inchto 0.070 inch. The outer mantle layer is disposed over the
inner mantle layer. The outer mantle layer has a thickness
ranging from 0.025 inch to 0.040 inch. The cover layer is
disposed over the outer mantle layer. The cover layer has a
thickness ranging from 0.025 inch to 0.050 inch. The golf'ball
has a diameter of at least 1.68 inches. The golf ball has a core
compressionratio (CCR)z125, wherein a diameter of the core
is less than 1.495 inches, and wherein CCR=(an inner core
deflectionx100)/(outer core volumexdual core deflection)
and wherein the inner core defection value is in inches under
a load of 200 pounds, the outer core volume is in inches
cubed, and the dual core deflection is in inches under a load of
200 pounds.

Another aspect of the present invention is a golf ball com-
prising a core, mantle and cover. The core comprises an inner
core and an outer core disposed over the inner core. The inner
core has a deflection of at least 0.230 inch under a load 0f 200
pounds. The core has a deflection of at least 0.100 inch under
aload of 200 pounds. The inner mantle layer is disposed over
the outer core. The inner mantle layer has a thickness ranging
from 0.025 inch to 0.070 inch. The inner mantle layer is
composed of an ionomer material. The inner mantle layer
material has a plaque Shore D hardness ranging from 40 to 65.
The outer mantle layer is disposed over the inner mantle layer.
The outer mantle layer has a thickness ranging from 0.025
inch to 0.040 inch. The outer mantle layer is composed of an
ionomer material. The outer mantle layer material has a
plaque Shore D hardness ranging from 55 to 71. The cover
layer is disposed over the outer mantle layer. The cover layer
has a thickness ranging from 0.025 inch to 0.040 inch. The
cover layer is composed of a thermoplastic polyurethane
material. The cover layer material has a plaque Shore D
hardness ranging from 30 to 50, and an on-cover Shore D
hardness less than 56. The golf ball has a core compression
ratio (CCR)=150, wherein CCR=(an inner core deflectionx
100)/(outer core volumexdual core deflection) and wherein
the inner core defection value is in inches under a load of 200
pounds, the outer core volume is in inches cubed, and the dual
core deflection is in inches under a load of 200 pounds.

Another aspect of the present invention is a golf ball com-
prising a dual core, dual mantle and TPU cover. The core
comprises an inner core and an outer core disposed over the
inner core. The inner core has a deflection of at least 0.230
inch under a load of 200 pounds. The core has a deflection of
at least 0.100 inch under a load of 200 pounds. The inner
mantle layer is disposed over the outer core. The inner mantle
layer has a thickness ranging from 0.025 inch to 0.070 inch.
The inner mantle layer is composed of an ionomer material.
The inner mantle layer material has a plaque Shore D hard-
ness ranging from 40 to 65. The outer mantle layeris disposed
over the inner mantle layer. The outer mantle layer has a
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thickness ranging from 0.025 inch to 0.040 inch. The outer
mantle layer is composed of an ionomer material. The outer
mantle layer material has a plaque Shore D hardness ranging
from 55 to 71. The cover layer is disposed over the outer
mantle layer. The cover has a thickness ranging from 0.025
inch to 0.040 inch. The cover layer is composed of a thermo-
plastic polyurethane material. The cover layer material has a
plaque Shore D hardness ranging from 30 to 50, and an
on-cover Shore D hardness less than 56. The golf ball has a
core compression ratio (CCR)=125, wherein CCR=(an inner
core deflectionx100)/(outer core volumexdual core deflec-
tion) and wherein the inner core defection value is in inches
under a load 0f 200 pounds, the outer core volume is in inches
cubed, and the dual core deflection is in inches under a load of
200 pounds, and wherein a diameter of the core is less than
1.495 inches.

Another aspect of the present invention is a golf ball having
adual core, dual mantle and over. The core comprises aninner
core and an outer core disposed over the inner core. The inner
core has a deflection of at least 0.230 inch under a load 0f 200
pounds. The core has a deflection of at least 0.100 inch under
aload of 200 pounds. The inner mantle layer is disposed over
the core. The inner mantle layer has a thickness ranging from
0.025 inch to 0.070 inch. The inner mantle layer is composed
of'an ionomer material. The inner mantle layer material has a
plaque Shore D hardness ranging from 40 to 65. The outer
mantle layer is disposed over the inner mantle layer. The outer
mantle layer has a thickness ranging from 0.025 inch to 0.040
inch. The outer mantle layer is composed of an ionomer
material. The outer mantle layer material has a plaque Shore
D hardness ranging from 55 to 71. The cover layer is disposed
over the outer mantle layer. The cover has a thickness ranging
from 0.025 inch to 0.050 inch. The cover layer is composed of
an ionomer material. The cover layer material has a plaque
Shore D hardness ranging from 50 to 65. The golf ball has a
core compression ratio (CCR)=150, wherein CCR=(an inner
core deflectionx100)/(outer core volumexdual core deflec-
tion) and wherein the inner core defection value is in inches
under a load 0f 200 pounds, the outer core volume is in inches
cubed, and the dual core deflection is in inches under a load of
200 pounds.

Having briefly described the present invention, the above
and further objects, features and advantages thereof will be
recognized by those skilled in the pertinent art from the fol-
lowing detailed description of the invention when taken in
conjunction with the accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL
VIEWS OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is an exploded partial cut-away view of a golf ball.

FIG. 2 is top perspective view of a golf ball.

FIG. 3 is a cross-sectional view of a core component of a
golf ball.

FIG. 4 is a cross-sectional view of a core component and a
mantle component of a golf ball.

FIG. 5 is a cross-sectional view of an inner core layer, an
outer core layer, an inner mantle layer, an outer mantle layer
and a cover layer of a golf ball.

FIG. 6 is a cross-sectional view of an inner core layer under
a 100 kilogram load.

FIG. 7 is a cross-sectional view of a core under a 100
kilogram load.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

The present invention is directed to a golf ball comprising
a dual-core component, a dual mantle component and a cover
layer.
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A preferred embodiment ofa golf'ball 10 is shown in FIGS.
1-5. The golf ball 10 comprises an inner core 12a, an outer
core 125, an inner mantle 14a, an outer mantle 145 and a
cover 16. The golf'ball 10 preferably has a diameter of at least
1.68 inches, a mass ranging from 45 grams to 47 grams, and
a core compression ratio (CCR)=150.

The cover 16 is preferably composed of a thermoplastic
polyurethane material, and preferably has a thickness ranging
from 0.025 inch to 0.04 inch, and more preferably ranging
from 0.03 inch to 0.04 inch. The material of the cover 16
preferably has a Shore D plaque hardness ranging from 30 to
60, and more preferably from 40 to 50. The Shore D hardness
measured on the cover 16 is preferably less than 56 Shore D.
Preferably the cover 16 has a Shore A hardness of less than 96.
Alternatively, the cover 16 is composed of a thermoplastic
polyurethane/polyurea material. One example is disclosed in
U.S. Pat. No. 7,367,903 for a Golf Ball, which is hereby
incorporated by reference in its entirety.

The mantle component 14 is composed of the inner mantle
layer 14a and the outer mantle layer 145. The mantle com-
ponent 14 preferably has a thickness ranging from 0.05 inch
t0 0.15 inch, and more preferably from 0.06 inch to 0.08 inch.
The outer mantle layer 145 is preferably composed of a blend
of ionomer materials. One preferred embodiment comprises
SURLYN 9150 material, SURLYN 8940 material, a SUR-
LYN AD1022 material, and a masterbatch. The SURLYN
9150 material is preferably present in an amount ranging
from 20 to 45 weight percent of the cover, and more prefer-
ably 30 to 40 weight percent. The SURLYN 8945 is prefer-
ably present in an amount ranging from 15 to 35 weight
percent of the cover, more preferably 20 to 30 weight percent,
and most preferably 26 weight percent. The SURLYN 9945 is
preferably present in an amount ranging from 30 to 50 weight
percent of the cover, more preferably 35 to 45 weight percent,
and most preferably 41 weight percent. The SURLYN 8940 is
preferably present in an amount ranging from 5 to 15 weight
percent of the cover, more preferably 7 to 12 weight percent,
and most preferably 10 weight percent.

SURLYN 8320, from DuPont, is a very-low modulus eth-
ylene/methacrylic acid copolymer with partial neutralization
of the acid groups with sodium ions. SURLYN 8945, also
from DuPont, is a high acid ethylene/methacrylic acid
copolymer with partial neutralization of the acid groups with
sodium ions. SURLYN 9945, also from DuPont, is ahigh acid
ethylene/methacrylic acid copolymer with partial neutraliza-
tion of the acid groups with zinc ions. SURLYN 8940, also
from DuPont, is an ethylene/methacrylic acid copolymer
with partial neutralization of the acid groups with sodium
ions.

The inner mantle layer 14q is preferably composed of a
blend of ionomers, preferably comprising a terpolymer and at
least two high acid (greater than 18 weight percent) ionomers
neutralized with sodium, zinc, magnesium, or other metal
ions. The material for the inner mantle layer preferably has a
Shore D plaque hardness ranging preferably from 35 to 77,
more preferably from 36 to 44, a most preferably approxi-
mately 40. The thickness of the outer mantle layer preferably
ranges from 0.025 inch to 0.050 inch, and is more preferably
approximately 0.037 inch. The mass of an insert including the
dual core and the inner mantle layer preferably ranges from
32 grams to 40 grams, more preferably from 34 to 38 grams,
and is most preferably approximately 36 grams. The inner
mantle layer 145 is alternatively composed of a HPF material
available from DuPont. Alternatively, the inner mantle layer
145 is composed of a material such as disclosed in Kennedy,
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6
III et al., U.S. Pat. No. 7,361,101 for a Golf Ball And Ther-
moplastic Material, which is hereby incorporated by refer-
ence in its entirety.

The outer mantle layer 145 is preferably composed of a
blend of ionomers, preferably comprising at least two high
acid (greater than 18 weight percent) ionomers neutralized
with sodium, zinc, or other metal ions. The blend of ionomers
also preferably includes a masterbatch. The material of the
outer mantle layer 145 preferably has a Shore D plaque hard-
ness ranging preferably from 55 to 75, more preferably from
65 to 71, and most preferably approximately 67. The thick-
ness of the outer mantle layer preferably ranges from 0.025
inch to 0.040 inch, and is more preferably approximately
0.030 inch. The mass of the entire insert including the core 12,
the inner mantle layer 14a and the outer mantle layer 145
preferably ranges from 38 grams to 43 grams, more prefer-
ably from 39 to 41 grams, and is most preferably approxi-
mately 41 grams.

In an alternative embodiment, the inner mantle layer 14a is
preferably composed of a blend of ionomers, preferably com-
prising at least two high acid (greater than 18 weight percent)
ionomers neutralized with sodium, zinc, or other metal ions.
The blend of ionomers also preferably includes a master-
batch. In this embodiment, the material of the inner mantle
layer 14a has a Shore D plaque hardness ranging preferably
from 55 to 75, more preferably from 65 to 71, and most
preferably approximately 67. The thickness of the outer
mantle layer preferably ranges from 0.025 inch to 0.040 inch,
and is more preferably approximately 0.030 inch. Also in this
embodiment, the outer mantle layer 1454 is composed of a
blend of ionomers, preferably comprising a terpolymer and at
least two high acid (greater than 18 weight percent) ionomers
neutralized with sodium, zinc, magnesium, or other metal
ions. In this embodiment, the material for the outer mantle
layer 145 preferably has a Shore D plaque hardness ranging
preferably from 35 to 77, more preferably from 36 to 44, a
most preferably approximately 40. The thickness of the outer
mantle layer 145 preferably ranges from 0.025 inch to 0.100
inch, and more preferably ranges from 0.070 inch to 0.090
inch.

In yet another embodiment wherein the inner mantle layer
14aq is thicker than the outer mantle layer 145 and the outer
mantle layer 145 is harder than the inner mantle layer 14a, the
inner mantle layer 14a is composed of a blend of ionomers,
preferably comprising a terpolymer and at least two high acid
(greater than 18 weight percent) ionomers neutralized with
sodium, zinc, magnesium, or other metal ions. In this embodi-
ment, the material for the inner mantle layer 14a has a Shore
D plaque hardness ranging preferably from 30 to 77, more
preferably from 30 to 50, and most preferably approximately
40. In this embodiment, the material for the outer mantle layer
145 has a Shore D plaque hardness ranging preferably from
40to 77, more preferably from 50 to 71, and most preferably
approximately 67. In this embodiment, the thickness of the
inner mantle layer 14a preferably ranges from 0.030 inch to
0.090 inch, and the thickness of the outer mantle layer 145
ranges from 0.025 inch to 0.070 inch.

Preferably the inner core 12a has a diameter ranging from
0.75 inch to 1.20 inches, more preferably from 0.85 inch to
1.05 inch, and most preferably approximately 0.95 inch. Pref-
erably the inner core 12a has a Shore D hardness ranging from
20to 50, more preferably from 25 to 40, and most preferably
approximately 35. Preferably the inner core is formed from a
polybutadiene, zinc diacrylate, zinc oxide, zinc stearate, a
peptizer and peroxide. Preferably the inner core has a mass
ranging from 5 grams to 15 grams, 7 grams to 10 grams and
most preferably approximately 8 grams.
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Preferably the outer core 125 has a diameter ranging from
1.25 inch to 1.55 inches, more preferably from 1.40 inch to
1.5 inch, and most preferably approximately 1.5 inch. Pref-
erably the inner core has a Shore D surface hardness ranging
from 40 to 65, more preferably from 50 to 60, and most
preferably approximately 56. Preferably the inner core is
formed from a polybutadiene, zinc diacrylate, zinc oxide,
zinc stearate, a peptizer and peroxide. Preferably the com-
bined inner core and outer core have a mass ranging from 25
grams to 35 grams, 30 grams to 34 grams and most preferably
approximately 32 grams.

Preferably the inner core 12a has a deflection of at least
0.230 inch under a load of 220 pounds, and the core 12 has a
deflection of at least 0.080 inch under a load of 200 pounds.
As shown in FIGS. 6 and 7, a mass 50 is loaded onto an inner
core 12a and a core 12. As shown in FIGS. 6 and 7, the mass
is 100 kilograms, approximately 220 pounds. Under a load of
100 kilograms, the inner core 124 preferably has a deflection
from 0.230 inch to 0.300 inch. Under aload of 100 kilograms,
preferably the core 12 has a deflection of 0.08 inch to 0.150
inch. Alternatively, the load is 200 pounds (approximately 90
kilograms), and the deflection of the core 12 is at least 0.080
inch. Further, a compressive deformation from a beginning
load of 10 kilograms to an ending load of 130 kilograms for
the inner core 124 ranges from 4 millimeters to 7 millimeters
and more preferably from 5 millimeters to 6.5 millimeters.
The dual core deflection differential allows for low spin off
the tee to provide greater distance, and high spin on approach
shots.

Inaparticularly preferred embodiment of the invention, the
golf ball preferably has an aerodynamic pattern such as dis-
closed in Simonds et al., U.S. Pat. No. 7,419,443 for a Low
Volume Cover For A Golf Ball, which is hereby incorporated
by reference in its entirety. Alternatively, the golf ball has an
aerodynamic pattern such as disclosed in Simonds et al., U.S.
Pat. No. 7,338,392 for An Aerodynamic Surface Geometry
For A Golf Ball, which is hereby incorporated by reference in
its entirety. Alternatively, the golf ball has an aerodynamic
pattern such as disclosed in Simonds et al., U.S. Pat. No.
7,468,007 for a Dual Dimple Surface Geometry For A Golf
Ball, which is hereby incorporated by reference in its entirety.

Various aspects of the present invention golf balls have
been described in terms of certain tests or measuring proce-
dures. These are described in greater detail as follows.

As used herein, “Shore D hardness” of the golf ball layers
are measured generally in accordance with ASTM D-2240
type D, except the measurements may be made on the curved
surface of a component of the golf ball, rather than on a
plaque. If measured on the ball, the measurement will indi-
cate that the measurement was made on the ball. In referring
to a hardness of a material of a layer of the golf ball, the
measurement will be made on a plaque in accordance with
ASTM D-2240. Furthermore, the Shore D hardness of the
cover is measured while the cover remains over the mantles
and cores. When a hardness measurement is made on the golf
ball, the Shore D hardness is preferably measured at a land
area of the cover.

Asused herein, “Shore A hardness” of a cover is measured
generally in accordance with ASTM D-2240 type A, except
the measurements may be made on the curved surface of a
component of the golf ball, rather than on a plaque. If mea-
sured on the ball, the measurement will indicate that the
measurement was made on the ball. In referring to a hardness
of'a material of a layer of the golf ball, the measurement will
be made on a plaque in accordance with ASTM D-2240.
Furthermore, the Shore A hardness of the cover is measured
while the cover remains over the mantles and cores. When a
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hardness measurement is made on the golf ball, Shore A
hardness is preferably measured at a land area of the cover

The resilience or coefficient of restitution (COR) of a golf
ball is the constant “e,” which is the ratio of the relative
velocity of an elastic sphere after direct impact to that before
impact. As a result, the COR (“e”) can vary from 0 to 1, with
1 being equivalent to a perfectly or completely elastic colli-
sion and O being equivalent to a perfectly or completely
inelastic collision.

COR, along with additional factors such as club head
speed, club head mass, ball weight, ball size and density, spin
rate, angle of trajectory and surface configuration as well as
environmental conditions (e.g. temperature, moisture, atmo-
spheric pressure, wind, etc.) generally determine the distance
a ball will travel when hit. Along this line, the distance a golf
ball will travel under controlled environmental conditions is a
function of the speed and mass of the club and size, density
and resilience (COR) of the ball and other factors. The initial
velocity of the club, the mass of the club and the angle of the
ball’s departure are essentially provided by the golfer upon
striking. Since club head speed, club head mass, the angle of
trajectory and environmental conditions are not determinants
controllable by golf ball producers and the ball size and
weight are set by the U.S.G.A., these are not factors of con-
cern among golf ball manufacturers. The factors or determi-
nants of interest with respect to improved distance are gener-
ally the COR and the surface configuration of the ball.

The coefficient of restitution is the ratio of the outgoing
velocity to the incoming velocity. In the examples of this
application, the coefficient of restitution of a golf ball was
measured by propelling a ball horizontally at a speed of
125+/-5 feet per second (fps) and corrected to 125 fps against
a generally vertical, hard, flat steel plate and measuring the
ball’s incoming and outgoing velocity electronically. Speeds
were measured with a pair of ballistic screens, which provide
a timing pulse when an object passes through them. The
screens were separated by 36 inches and are located 25.25
inches and 61.25 inches from the rebound wall. The ball
speed was measured by timing the pulses from screen 1 to
screen 2 on the way into the rebound wall (as the average
speed of the ball over 36 inches), and then the exit speed was
timed from screen 2 to screen 1 over the same distance. The
rebound wall was tilted 2 degrees from a vertical plane to
allow the ball to rebound slightly downward in order to miss
the edge of the cannon that fired it. The rebound wall is solid
steel.

As indicated above, the incoming speed should be 125+5
fps but corrected to 125 fps. The correlation between COR
and forward or incoming speed has been studied and a cor-
rection has been made over the =5 fps range so that the COR
is reported as if the ball had an incoming speed of exactly
125.0 fps.

The measurements for deflection, compression, hardness,
and the like are preferably performed on a finished golf ball as
opposed to performing the measurement on each layer during
manufacturing.

Preferably, in a five layer golf ball comprising an inner
core, an outer core, an inner mantle layer, an outer mantle
layer and a cover, the hardness/compression of layers involve
an inner core with the greatest deflection (lowest hardness),
an outer core (combined with the inner core) with a deflection
less than the inner core, an inner mantle layer with a hardness
less than the hardness of the combined outer core and inner
core, an outer mantle layer with the hardness layer of the golf
ball, and a cover with a hardness less than the hardness of the
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outer mantle layer. These measurements are preferably made
on a finished golf ball that has been torn down for the mea-
surements.

Preferably the inner mantle layer is thicker than the outer
mantle layer or the cover layer. The dual core and dual mantle
golf ball creates an optimized velocity-initial velocity ratio
(VI/IV), and allows for spin manipulation. The dual core
provides for increased core compression differential resulting
in a high spin for short game shots and a low spin for driver
shots. A discussion of the USGA initial velocity test is dis-
closed inYagley etal., U.S. Pat. No. 6,595,872 for a Golf Ball
With High Coefficient Of Restitution, which is hereby incor-
porated by reference in its entirety. Another example is Bar-
tels et al., U.S. Pat. No. 6,648,775 for a Golf Ball With High
Coefficient Of Restitution, which is hereby incorporated by
reference in its entirety.

From the foregoing it is believed that those skilled in the
pertinent art will recognize the meritorious advancement of
this invention and will readily understand that while the
present invention has been described in association with a
preferred embodiment thereof, and other embodiments illus-
trated in the accompanying drawings, numerous changes,
modifications and substitutions of equivalents may be made
therein without departing from the spirit and scope of this
invention which is intended to be unlimited by the foregoing
except as may appear in the following appended claims.
Therefore, the embodiments of the invention in which an
exclusive property or privilege is claimed are defined in the
following appended claims.

We claim as our invention the following:
1. A golf ball comprising:
acore comprising an inner core and an outer core disposed
over the inner core, the inner core having a deflection of
at least 0.230 inch under a load of 200 pounds, and the
core having a deflection of at least 0.100 inch under a
load of 200 pounds;
an inner mantle layer disposed over the outer core, the inner
mantle layer having a thickness ranging from 0.025 inch
to 0.070 inch, the inner mantle layer composed of a
blend of ionomers, the inner mantle layer material hav-
ing a plaque Shore D hardness ranging from 55 to 75;

an outer mantle layer disposed over the inner mantle layer,
the outer mantle layer having a thickness ranging from
0.025 inch to 0.040 inch, the outer mantle layer com-
posed of a blend of ionomers, the outer mantle layer
material having a plaque Shore D hardness ranging from
36 to 44; and

acover layer disposed over the outer mantle layer, the cover
layer having a thickness ranging from 0.025 inch to
0.040 inch, the cover composed of a thermoplastic poly-
urethane material, the cover layer material having a
plaque Shore D hardness ranging from 30 to 50, and an
on-cover Shore D hardness less than 56;

wherein the golf ball has a core compression ratio (CCR)
=150, wherein CCR=(an inner core deflectionx100)/
(outer core volumexdual core deflection)

and wherein the inner core defection value is in inches
under a load of 200 pounds, the outer core volume is in
inches cubed, and the dual core deflection is in inches
under a load of 200 pounds.

2. The golfball according to claim 1 wherein the outer core
is composed of a polybutadiene material, zinc penta-chloride-
thiophenol, organic peroxide, zinc stearate, zinc diacrylate
and zinc oxide.
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3. The golfball according to claim 1 wherein the inner core
is composed of a polybutadiene material, zinc penta-chloride-
thiophenol, organic peroxide, zinc stearate, zinc diacrylate
and zinc oxide.

4. A golf ball comprising:

a core comprising an inner core and an outer core disposed
over the inner core, the inner core having a deflection of
at least 0.230 inch under a load of 200 pounds, and the
core having a deflection of at least 0.100 inch under a
load of 200 pounds;

aninner mantle layer disposed over the outer core, the inner
mantle layer having a thickness ranging from 0.025 inch
to 0.070 inch, the inner mantle layer composed of a
blend of ionomers, the inner mantle layer material hav-
ing a plaque Shore D hardness ranging from 55 to 75;

an outer mantle layer disposed over the inner mantle layer,
the outer mantle layer having a thickness ranging from
0.025 inch to 0.040 inch, the outer mantle layer com-
posed of a blend of ionomers, the outer mantle layer
material having a plaque Shore D hardness ranging from
36 to 44; and

acover layer disposed over the outer mantle layer, the cover
layer having a thickness ranging from 0.025 inch to
0.040 inch, the cover composed of a thermoplastic poly-
urethane material, the cover layer material having a
plaque Shore D hardness ranging from 30 to 50, and an
on-cover Shore D hardness less than 56;

wherein the golf ball has a core compression ratio (CCR)
=125, wherein CCR=(an inner core deflectionx100)/
(outer core volumexdual core deflection) and wherein
the inner core defection value is in inches under a load of
200 pounds, the outer core volume is in inches cubed,
and the dual core deflection is in inches under a load of
200 pounds, and wherein a diameter of the core is less
than 1.495 inches.

5. A golf ball comprising:

a core comprising an inner core and an outer core disposed
over the inner core, the inner core having a deflection of
at least 0.230 inch under a load of 200 pounds, and the
core having a deflection of at least 0.100 inch under a
load of 200 pounds;

an inner mantle layer disposed over the core, the inner
mantle layer having a thickness ranging from 0.025 inch
to 0.070 inch, the inner mantle layer composed of a
blend of ionomers, the inner mantle layer material hav-
ing a plaque Shore D hardness ranging from 55 to 75;

an outer mantle layer disposed over the inner mantle layer,
the outer mantle layer having a thickness ranging from
0.025 inch to 0.040 inch, the outer mantle layer com-
posed of a blend of ionomers, the outer mantle layer
material having a plaque Shore D hardness ranging from
36 to 44,

and

acover layer disposed over the outer mantle layer, the cover
layer having a thickness ranging from 0.025 inch to
0.050 inch, the cover composed of an ionomer material,
the cover layer material having a plaque Shore D hard-
ness ranging from 50 to 65;

wherein the golf ball has a core compression ratio (CCR)
=150, wherein CCR=(an inner core deflectionx100)/
(outer core volumexdual core deflection)

and wherein the inner core defection value is in inches
under a load of 200 pounds, the outer core volume is in
inches cubed, and the dual core deflection is in inches
under a load of 200 pounds.

#* #* #* #* #*



